Beginning in 756 Amoghavajra resided at Daxingshan Monastery (Wang 1986) , where he remained during the rebellion of General An Lushan (703-757 C.E.). In the summer of that same year, the rebel armies took Chang'an shortly after the emperor's flight to Chengdu. The crown prince, Li Heng , escaped northward to Lingwu (in modern-day Ningxia) and formed an alliance with Tibetan and Uighur forces, preparing to recapture imperial authority after Xuanzong's abdication. He succeeded the following year and ascended the throne of the rapidly disintegrating Tang empire as Emperor Suzong (r. 756-762 C.E.). The devastated capital was wracked by famine and epidemic plagues, and millions diedestimated at two-thirds of the total population on the tax rolls-resulting in a ruinous drop of tax revenue. The central government was forced to depend on foreign allies, military leaders, and provincial governors. Suzong and his successor Daizong (r. 762-779 C.E.) found themselves without much political and economic control. Former rebels had to be pardoned and reinstalled into government posts, while allied foreign troops began raiding Tang territory, threatening the continuance of the dynasty (Dalby 1979) .
Under these adverse conditions, Amoghavajra managed to gain the emperors' trust. Taking into account the severe crisis of imperial sovereignty, he adapted Buddhism as a repository of ritual services at the court (Orzech 1998). Though he received and instrumentalized imperial patronage, he did not establish a specific Buddhist denomination. The inclusivist approach and the scarcity of self-referential distinctions characteristic of Amoghavajra's writings indicate that he warranted the formation and purpose of his ritual services as features of the Mahāyāna (Sharf 2002a), emphasizing metaphors of universal sovereignty and state protection (Orzech 2003) .
In order to underscore his ritual expertise in the STTS, however, Amoghavajra distinguished the "great teaching of yoga" (yuqie dajiao ) by reference to the designation jin'gangsheng (Vajrayāna, "Adamantine Vehicle"; Orzech 2006a, 46-52 
